Intestinal parasite control in an institution for developmentally handicapped adults.
An intestinal parasite eradication program consisting of antiparasitic drug treatment and hygiene measures was conducted at an Ontario residential facility for developmentally handicapped adults from October, 1989 to August, 1990. The prevalence of intestinal parasites in general was initially over 90% while that of pathogenic species was 59%. Six months later, overall prevalence and that of pathogenic species were reduced to 32.9% and 11%. In one subgroup, the reduction in the prevalence of pathogenic parasites was sustained for at least one year. However, the prevalence of non-pathogenic species was similar to the baseline level. Simultaneous treatment and application of hygiene measures appeared to be effective in reducing pathogenic intestinal parasites.